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details regarding the progress of dynamical and palseonto-
logical geology.   Its main interest for us lies in its relation
to the controversy, now imminent, regarding the palaeozoic
nomenclature   and to Murchison's  position in that con-
troversy.    Writing of it many years afterwards he thus
expressed himself: " That address embodied all my matured
views on the classification of the older rocks, and par-
ticularly as to the unity of the Silurian system and the im-
possibility of manufacturing a fossiliferous Cambrian system
separate from the well-recognised Lower Silurian types.
Von Buch, Humboldt, and all the foreign geologists, as well
as my colleagues in the work in Eussia, saw the necessity
of this.    I therefore openly proclaimed my conviction that
the masses of hard and slaty rocks of Wales to the west of
my Silurian map and sections, and which were supposed to
be Cambrian, before their order and contents were elaborated
by the surveyors and Sir H. de la Beche, were simply
folds and repetitions of the already classified Silurian rocks
of Shropshire, Hereford, Radnor, etc.    It is from this date
that I considered my classification to be established on the
broad European scale."

Resigning the chair to one of the founders of the Geo-
logical Society, Henry Warburton, Murchison concluded his
second and last tenure of the office. " I bid you farewell,"
he said to his fellow-members, " as friends in whose society,
whilst acquiring knowledge, I have passed the happie'st days
of my life. ... I have deeply felt the honour of presiding
over men who in the course of a quarter of a century have
demonstrated that there is no such thing as ' odium geologi-
cwm' and whose members, rivals as they must be, have only
sought to excel each other in their ardent search after truth."                                       l See p. 382, note.
